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TAGS: PLOS, MO, EFIS 

SUB J : GOM PLEDGES EVENTUAL 200 MILE OFFSHORE LIMIT 

1 . MOROCCAN FISHING FEDERATION ANNOUNCED TO THE PRESS SEPT. 23 
FOLLOWING A MEETING WITH MINISTER OF COMMERCE GHISSASSI THAT 
MOROCCO'S "FISHING ZONES" WOULD "SOON" BE EXTENDED FROM 70 TO 
200 MILES. 

2. MFA DIRECTOR FOR LEGAL AFFAIRS GHARBI TOLD EMBOFF SEPT. 27 
THAT THERE WAS NO FIRM DATE SET TO EXTEND MOROCCO'S LIMITS, AND 
THAT IN ANY CASE IT WOULD NOT OCCUR BEFORE NEXT SPRING. HE SAID 
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THAT ONE REASON FOR THE TIMING OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT WAS THE MEETING 
OF FISH INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES. THE INDUSTRY WAS UNHAPPY AT 
FOREIGN EXPLOITATION OF MOROCCO S OFFSHORE WATERS. THE SUBIECT 
WOULD UNDOUBTEDLY BE RAISED ON THE FLOOR OF PARLIAMENT AFTER IT 
CONVENED FOR ITS FIRST SESSION IN OCTOBER. GHARBI REMARKED 
OBLIQUELY THAT MOROCCO'S DECISION COULD NOT IN ANY CASE BE A 
UNILATERAL ONE. 
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3. COMMENT: THE GOM'S LACK OF HASTE TO GO TO A 200 MILE LIMIT 
HAS BEEN CONDITIONED BY A NUMBER OF FACTORS. FIRST, IT DOES NOT 
YET HAVE THE PRACTICAL MEANS TO PATROL A TWO HUNDRED MILE LIMIT. 
IN ADDITION, GOM OFFICIALS HAD HOPED THAT THE MATTER COULD BE 
RESOLVED IN THE NOW-STALLED LOS TALKS. THIRDLY, THE QUESTION OF 
THE LIMIT IS CLOSELY INTERTWINED WITH UNFINISHED BILATERAL 
FISHING NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SPANISH. A 200 MILE LIMIT WOULD 
GREATLY CONFUSE THE SITUATION BY ENCOMPASSING THE CAR ARIES, AND 
FOR THEIR PART THE SPANISH ARE SEEKING SPECIAL RIGHTS FOR 
CANARY ISLAND FISHERMEN IN THEIR TRADITIONAL FISHING GROUND OFF 
SAHARAN WATERS. 

4. WE ALSO STRONGLY SUSPECT THAT THE TIMING OF THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
WAS NO COINCIDENCE, COMING AT THE TIME OF THE SPANISH CORTES 
DEBATE ON THE SAHARA. 

ANDERSON 
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